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This year the artist, chosen to receive the “Sharing Future” scholarship was
Zora Kreuzer, a German artist from Berlin. Zora Kreuzer is a renowned painter
specialising in Minimal and Concrete Art, who also works with lighting, colors and
light installations. Being heavily influenced by her residency stays in Australia and
China, her intent is to create eye catching art pieces in unexpected places. For her
type of work the Elias Canetti House, raw and nonetheless grand in its appearance,
was the perfect space to bring an art project into being, or better said, to transform
the building itself into the respective piece of art.

During her month long stay Zora spent a lot of time exploring the city of Ruse,
areas around Ruse and several other cities in Bulgaria. She also spent a lot of
evenings and nights in the Canetti House, the object of her artwork, trying different
options with the lighting, and getting a better picture and feeling for the building.
Since her work is always very specific and connected to the space it’s being created
in, this process was essential in order to achieve the result she aimed for. She also
received support from employees of the Ruse art gallery and theatre, providing her
with help and know-how in regards to materials etc.

Travelling and connecting with other artists from the area, for instance, the
creator of the art space TAM in Veliko Tarnovo, enabled Zora to design an original
and innovative concept for her art event in the Canetti House. Further she managed
to bring several other artists in, so in the end the event included an art piece by Ina
Valentinova, a local artist from Ruse, an animation and installation by Dan Venn from
London, and a musical performance by E.U.E.R.P.I. from Veliko Tarnovo. For her
own art piece Zora Kreuzer decided to use color and light as the main tools,
exchanging the existing lights in the Canetti House and therewith creating a
fascinating and multifarious ambience. Her minimalist style of working enabled her to
transform the entire atmosphere of the space, making only small but precise
adjustments in the lighting.

The event, introduced and presented by the head of the Ruse Art Gallery Elena
Velikova, is best summarized in the director's own words:

“Right on the eve of local elections Zora Kreuzer offered us to share the future. Her
creative approach unites the symbolism, the challenge, and in my opinion it is
charging. The colorful light inspires optimism. Contemporary art always tries to
influence on different points of its perception. It does not give the correct answers,
but encourages us to look for them ourselves to develop and refine it.
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At the Canetti House, this German artist demonstrates a lot of different connections
between things and concepts - architectural space, geometric shapes, aesthetics of
the colors, achieved through neon and fluorescent tubes. Color and LED installations
have long been a stand-alone trend in contemporary art. They are known as media-
arts, public- art, recycling etc... In front of us, Zora brings together the elements of
whole this "rave" into one, sound and visual images are born with human emotions.

The changing world requires contemporaries to think creatively about the present
and new solutions for the future. | think the installation created at Canetti House
emotionally transforms our perceptions not only of art but also of society.”

Zora’s event was a success for the International Elias Canetti Society as well
as the city of Ruse. It attracted an ample audience that included people of all ages
and we received solely positive feedback from all participants. The night started at
dawn, with an artist talk and Zora Kreuzer presenting her past work and vision for the
space. As soon as it turned dark her work appeared in its entirety. The audience was
invited to explore the house and other artworks, enjoy food and drinks and engage in
an exchange with the artists. Presenting the Canetti House in another, alternative
way, attracted a lot of attention, especially by younger people. Quite a few of them
said they were visiting the Canetti House for the very first time and expressed an
interest in developing own art projects and cooperating with the Canetti Society.
Students from the local art school in particular stated the place would be perfect for
their end of the school projects, initiating a potential cooperation in the near future.

Zora’s evening was a young, dynamic event including alternative art and
music presented by motivated people. It disclosed yet another facet of the great
potential of the Canetti House and illuminated more possibilities. Since the Canetti
House is a large space that has open-plan levels, it offers a huge amount of potential
for a vast array of art projects. Its historic significance only adds to its impact as an
art space and invites for more alternative usage. The Residence scholarship ,Sharing
Future® enabled an innovative use of the Canetti House and Zora Kreuzer was an
exceptional artist who created a truly inspiring event. Further, she’s in talks with the
art director and others to return to Ruse and work on other public spaces. Her stay in
Ruse made a strong impact and encouraged intercultural exchange, which would not
have been possible without the support of the Danube University Rectors’
Conference. We strongly hope to repeat the residency next year and continue to
foster cultural dialog with artists from all over Europe.

event information can be found at
http://eliascanetti.orq/2019/10/27/dom-kaneti-v-tsvyat-i-svetlina/
Ruse, November, 1st, 2019
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